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fubmit to more than mortal enemies; | That no 
exertions fhould be wanting on our patt, Lieut. 
General Abercrombie, and Major Gen. Hama 
merftein, with the Britith and Hanoverian troops 
under their command, and fome Autftrians from 
Wageningen, received orders to march this day 
towards Tiel ; in order to make another attack 
upon the enemy, who were by this time in great 
force in that town and its vicinity, Gen. Dundas 
with his corps proceeded to occupy Buren, 
where he might co-operate with Generals 
Abercrombie and Hammerftein in the intended 
attack. 


The 14th and 27th regiments being detached 
by General Dundas in advance ; on their arrival 
at Buren, they found all our picquets near that 
place driven in, and the enemy marching upon 
them in great numbers ; the two regiments ims 
mediately poffeffed themfelves of the town and 
caftle, and there waited the arrival of the remain- 
der of General Dundas’s corps which were 
marching with all fpeed to join them ; in the 
mean time Major Géneral Lord Cathcart, with” 
a detachment of thirty cavalry, / Britith Hulans) 
she light companies of the brigade, and a de- 
tachnient of the 27th regiment, advanced upon 
the dyke ot the Lingen to meet the enemy ; his 


fmall tt poaiy’ of os inftantly changed their 
advanced 
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advanced guard whom they foon put’ to the 
~yfoute, and drove back upon the village of 
“Buremalfen, to which place they purfued, un- 
der cover of the infantry who flanked the road, 
‘killed feveral, and brought back fome prifoners 
with the lofs of only one man killed. Lord 
Cathcart finding from the information of the 
prifoners and his own obfervation, that the 
enemy oppofed to him did not exceed eight 
hundred infantry, two fquadrons of huilars and 
one piece of cannon, determined to, diflodge 
them from Buremalfen with the remainder of 
the 27th, and 14th regiments and two - field 
‘pieces, fupported by the Hulans, and a detach- 
‘ment of light dragoons. 


With this force he immediately attacked the 
enemy and drove them before him without a 
halt, through Buremalfen and acrofs. the Lin- 
gen; they were in great confufion upon the iee 

and quite expofed to our fire, from which they 
fuffered feverely ; they however, collected and 
formed at the village of Geldermalfen,-on the 
other fide the river, from whence they kept up 
avery heavy and inceffant fire of mufquetry and 
“grape fhot upon our troops, who heated by the 

-purfuit and galled by the fire of the enemy’s 
. piece of cannon, took the refolution of making 
ee sega matters of ia with this oe 
ed 
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charged acrofs'the ice under the fevere fire of the’ 
enemy without returning a fhot, and the 27th 

regiment entering the village by the left, and 

the 14th by the right, drove the aftonihed car- 

magnols out of the place in great diforder, and 

took their piece of cannon which was a fine 

brafs eight pounder. 


The enemy foon retnrned with greater num- 
bers, and notwithftanding the fire of our field 
pieces from the oppofite dyke, they made re- 
peated attacks upon the village they had juft: 
been driven out of, but with all their. efforts’ 
they could not diflodge our troops from it, who’ 
turned their own gun upon them. 


It was found however,, that it would be im. 
poflible to maintain the village from their reite- 


rated attacks with fo few troops, and the 28th _ 
regiment fortunately coming up at this important 


crifis, that regiment was ordered immediately to. 
form with their field pieces upon the dyke fo as 
to cover the retreat of the two regiments from 
Geldermalfen ; this was done accordingly, and 
the two regiments re-paffed the Lingen in ex- 
cellent order, though followed clofe to the ice 
by great numbers of the enemy, who kept upon 
them a very heavy fire, which was returned with 
great fp it by the 28th, which regiment was 
aA. expofed 


fers J 


expofed to the fire of the enemy a confiderable 
time and fuffered a good deal. Unfortunately, 
in bringing the gun which was taken, acrofs the 
river, the ice broke under it, and it of courfe 
funk and was loft. As foon as the regiments 
had pafled, their field pieces from the dyke 
again cleared the village of the enemy, and it 
Was evening that put an end to this engagement, 
which, for great part of the day had been very 
fevere, both fides fhewing great bravery and 
refolution, particularly the Britifh in charging 
acrofs the ice, entering the village of Gelder- 
malfen, and poffefling themfelves of the gun 
under the very fevere fire which was kept upon 
them from the windows of the houfes, and 
other cover from which the enemy fired, and 
though infinitely fuperior in numbers were 
completely diflodged. 


Lord Cathcart remained upon the ground at 
Buremalfen till eleven o’clock, when he fell 
back to Buren. Generals Abercrombie and 
Hammerftein, could not get up in time to coy 
operate with General Dundas’s corps, otherwife 
the route of the enemy would — been more 
spovice,, 


~The lofs on our pare in this engagement, as 
sie? be expected from the long continuance 
and 
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-and feverity of it, was confiderable, _— 
much lefs than that of the enemy. 


Our loft was as follows. 


Killed. 
Lieutenant Colonel Buller, } 
Lieutenant Connon, 
Lieutenant Norbury, 
Enfign Kelly, 
11 Rank and File. 
3 Horfes, 


27th Regiment. 


Wounded. 
Lieutenant Col. Gillman, 2 arth. 
fused 7 Borges Major Wilfon, 
Lieut. Col. Alex. Hope, 
Captain Perry, : nae 
Lieutenant Raitt, - + gad (on picquet. ) 
3 Serjeants. 
az1 Rank and File. | 


Miffing. 
7 Rank and File. 


In ‘this a¢tion, the enemy’s rifleemén parti- 
cularly fingled out our officers, whicb they 


weighs, very eafily do, as the parties were fre- . 
quently 
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within a few yards of each other; and 
the rifle-men. were frequently heard to cry. out,” 

“ Prenex garde!’ before ‘they fired\; numbers 
_ of them were put to death: by the bayonet in the 
houfes and other lurking places, where they had 
taken a fituation for firing upon our people 
without running any rifk themfelves. 





Colonel Buller obferving fo many officers 
drop, defired thofe to whom he had an oppor-: 
tunity of fpeaking, to take off their epaulettes, 
“as he rightly judged that it was by thofe diftin- 
guithing badges, the enemy were enabled to fin- 
gle them out, though he neglected to take off 
his own, and received his death wound. 

‘ Friday, Jan. 9. We, scicieeik certain intelli- 
gence that the enemy were preparing with the 
whole of their army to force the paflage of the 
Waal very. fpeedily, andthatthey meant to at- 
tack our whole chain of poftson that river at 
the fame time ; we were convinced, of the truth 
of this iafortiaticn by the egntinual movements 
we-had obferyed in their army both on the right 
and left, which evidently indicated a general at- 
tack and a’'regular plan of operations on their 
part; this grand attempt was waited for, with 
the utnoft anxiety by our troops; who, though 
of late” di had been fo auch harraffed and 
4 ‘expofed 
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‘expofed to the inclemency of the weather, yet 
expreffed the moft ardent with to come to a de. 
cifive engagement with the enemy which might 
ey fettle the fate of Holland. or 


Saturday, Jan. 10. This morning before | 


- day-break, the long projected general attack was 
begun; the French crofled the ice in fix columns. 
One paffed at Pannerden, but was fpeedily re- 
pulfed. Another pafled near Gent, which 
maintained itfelf for fome time, but was alfo at 
length repulfed. Three pafled at different points 
between Tiel, and Fedewaart, and in conjunétion 
with a very {trong column which paffed near 
Nimeguen, attacked the whole of our line on 
that fide. 

About feven in the morning’ the firing fith 
commenced from the column that croffed near 
Nimeguen, upon a Hanoverian poft on the Waal 
about a mile to the left of that place. The firing 
was immiediately heard by the picquet at Lent, 
‘(oppofite Nimeguen,) which confifted of 200 
infantry of Major General Coates’s brigade, 
(the goth, soth and 7gth regiments) with go 
drag and one fix pounder, under the com- 
mand of Major M‘Leod of the’ soth, who in- 
ftantly formed to receive the enemy. * 


faded 
. Nery great movements were obferved at day” 
break in Nimeguen, and the batteries and works 
on the fide of the river wete manned, though 
as yet they did not venture to crofs from that 
place (not knowing our heavy artillery had been 
' removed from Lent,) until they fhould obferve 
the fuccefs of the column which had paffed above. 
A dragoon had been difpatched from Lent on 
the commencement of the firing, to the Hano-- 
verian poft for intelligence, and as the firing 
ogrew heayier and drew nearer, the utmoft anx- 
inty was fhewn by every one to partake’of the 
fate of the brave Hanoverians. The dragoons 
horfe at length returned without his rider, 
when it was concluded he was killed, though 
on infpection there was notany mark of blood 
upon the horfe or faddle ; another dragoon was 
therefore immediately fent off, in the fame direc- 
“tion, who after an abfence of a-few minutes’ 
returned with his comrade. behind him, who 
with his horfe had been thrown in attempting to 
‘erofg a ditch of ice. Thefe dragoons reported 
“that the enemy had completely effected their 
‘paflage acrofs the river at the Hanoverian pott, 
‘whom they had driven after-a very heavy firing, 
and were then coming down upon us acrofs the 
iclofures, and at this time not more than a 
quar er of amile of. A corporal and a {mall 
party were inftantly difpatched to the brigade for 
fling ¥ » a Ml 
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# reinforcement (three miles off) but it was too. 
late, as the enemy were plainly perceived coming 
in feveral direftions, and they had already pof- 
feffed themfelves of the high road, to the amount 
of feveral hundreds, fhewing every difpofition 
to furround and cut us off. The troops were 
now ordered to retire into a {mall redoubt on the 
tight, clofe to the river fide, on which the 
enemy began their fire, which was immediately 


returned by our troops and became very warm 
on both fides. 


When it was feen from the heights of Nime- 
guen, that we were likely to maintain our fitu- 
ation in the redoubt, they opened the heavy 
cannon of the fortifications upon us, which en- 
tirely commanded our fituation, and at the fame 
time, determined to diflodge us, they poured 
over the ice from Nimeguen, a large body of 
troops who took us in the rear. In this critical 
fituation, nothing remained for us but to make 
the beft of our way to the brigade, and as a dif- 
charge of mufquetry was heard in all directions, 
we concluded the enemy had croffed both on 
our right and left. Our retreat was therefore 
began, through thofe who had already attacked 
us, and was made in the beft poffible order ; the 
enemy clofing in upon us, fhouting and ufing 
every means of intimidating our treops, but 

Uv durft . 


ase) 
approach -near the point of the bayo- 






net “a We loft a number of our brave ten in 
‘this retreat, which was continued ‘an hour be- 
“Fore the picquet joined the brigade, it being 
» formed on the road near the village of Elft, 
where about twelve o’clock the engagement be- 
‘came general... The heavy fire of grape fhot 
which was kept up by our field pieces, made 
great havock amongft the enemy, who concealed 
*themfelves as much as poflible in the woods and 
“behind the dykes, from whence they kept up 4 
‘very heavy and inceffant fire; and as their num- 
‘bers were every moment increafing as oursidi- 
minifhed, they very -refolutely determincd to 
“take our field pieces which fo annoyed them, 
and accordingly advanced upon that which was 
the neareft them, with fuch fpirit as to come 
“within 30 yards of the gun, but a lucky. dif 
‘charge of grape, dropped upwards of 20 of them 
sat that diftance, and the gun was brought off, 
»though: two artillery officers: (Lieuts. Walker 
“jand Legg,) with the Captain .of grenadiers 
(Vaughan) were wounded at the gun, together 
ith many of “9 sgth grenadier company who 

4 “had charge of ‘it. At this time a magazine of 
“powder and ball upon the road fide was blown 
“up by out troops to prevent it’ fallidg into “the 
“hands of the enemy, the explofion was fo great 
as to fhatter and fet fire to houfes at feveral hun- 
o » dred 
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dred yards diftance, and it caufed.a mom 
check to the enemy being fo unexpeéted by them. 
The evening at length put an end to, this days. 
aétion, and our troops took poffeffion of the 
village of Elden, where they lay upon. their 
arms this night. The main body of the French 
lay at Elft, about two miles from us, and our 
picquets were within 100 yards of each other, 


A grenadier in the retreat this day being hard 
prefled by the enemy, was under the neceflity of 
leaving behind him the camp kettle of his mefs 
which happened to be full of beef. This glori- 
ous prize foon attracted the eyes of the half 
ftarved carmagnols, who thought proper to quit 
the purfuit of the foldier, and immediately com- 
menced a formidable attack upon the kettle of 
beef, which though only intended for a mefs of 
fix Englifhmen, was cagerly befet by upwards 
of twenty hungry Frenchmen, who were fyri- 
oufly contending for this invaluable treafure 
within 100 yards of one of our field-pieces ; the 
gun being loaded with grape, was levelled Ev] 
the contending Frenchmen ‘and with fuch fa 
‘certainty, that of the whole group, not more 

than four or five were left unhurt to relate to 
their Somes ine ory of the Engl kettle of 
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In this a€tion the sth regiment, which was 
the only one materially engaged, had three off- 
‘cers wounded (Captain Vaughan, Lieutenant 
“Watts and Enfign Jones) with three ferjeants, 
\ one drummer and 33 rank and file killed and 
‘wounded, .and fome few miffing, the goth regt. 
“had two rank and file wounded and one miffing, 
‘and the 79th had one ferjeant wounded and 
eight rank and file mifling.. The French in this 
»attion, as well as in every other, betrayed a 
edreadful want of military difcipline, their num- 
»bers. alone infured them fuccefs; every one 
appeared to follow his own inclination without 
being under the leaft controul of his officer, and 
“they appeared to be in general very much intox. 
icated; had their difcipline and good order 
equalled their numbers, our brigade muft in- 
evitably have fuffered feverely,if not entirely been 
eut off, which from our weakened ftate would 
not have been a difficult matter, the regiments 
being now in general reduced to confiderably 
under 209 men each ; indeed from the number 
of fhot fired by the enemy it was aftonifhing that 
fo few of our troops fell; but the French inva- 
3 riably elevated their pieces too much, fo that by 
far the greateft part of their fhot went over our 
theads, and thofe who were fartheft from the 
enemy ftood the worft chance of receiving a ball ; 
gn the ‘other hand, from the deliberate aim 
Wet. @ which 
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which our foldiers took, almoft every thot told, 
‘and great numbers of the enemy were left on 
the field. It would be doing great injuftice to 
‘the women of the army, not to mention with 
what alacrity they contributed all the affiftance 
in their power to the foldiers while engaged, 
fome fetching their aprons full of cartridges 
from the ammunition waggons, and filling the 
pouches of the foldiers at the hazard of their 
own lives, while others with a canteen fAlled 
with fpirit and. water would hold it to the 
mouths of the foldiers, half choaked with gun- 
‘powder and thirft; and when a man was 
wounded, they would afford him all the affift- 
ance in their power to help him to the neareft 


-houfe or waggon; in which friendly offices it” 


was, as may be fuppofed, no uncommon thing 

for the females to get. wounded as well as the 

men, numerous inftances of the kind happening 

in the courfe of the campaign. Lieut. General 

Abercrombie, who in the morning was march- 

ing towards Echleld, to attack and diflodge the 

enemy from that poft, halted on hearing e 
heavy firing on his left, and finding our 

- on that fide forced, he retreated in the evening 
-acrofs. the Leck to Rhenen, ee 

i, eae Ra, by 5 

- Sunday, Jan. 11. This morning at three 

ee lock the — moved from the village and 

pfieasiace neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood ‘of Elden, and croffed the ri 
Juock: fat. Arnheim, with the cannon, ammuni- 
tion waggons, and cavalry, in the, beft order; 
‘the ice being ftrewed with fand and ftraw, to 
facilitate the paflage of the horfes. © 





' The river Lack at Arnheim Abhert we croffed, 

Gs not lefs than four or five hundred yards broad, 
current is very rapid ; this river was at 

is time frozen to an immenfe thicknefs, and 
al veflels which lay frozen up at Arnheim 
taining forage and other ftores, were now 
~ purnt, to-prevent their falling into the hands\of 
the enemy. Our army now occupied the banks 
wif the Leck for a fpace .of fevezal miles, our 
. pofition extending from Arnheim, (occupied by 
Auftrians) to beyond Culemburg, and our 

head quarters were now eftablifhed at the village 

of Doorn, a few miles.to the Northward of Cu- 

Jemburg, 





The whole of our army was néw on the 
orth fide of the Leck, and the eriemy in full 
A offcflion of the country between the rivers “Waal 
ae Leck 5 wey had alfo ye the greateft 
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© Nothing could at this time fave Holland, suit 
a fudden.and effectual. thaw, in which cafe we 
fhould {till be able to maintain the paffage o of the 
Leck, againtt the whole -of the French -army ; 
but this was a circumftance fo unlooked. for: by, 


us, that every preparation-was made for quit. 


ting this inhofpitable country; out fick and 
wounded were all fent off to Deventer, where 
by this time the greateft part+of them were 
“Grrived, after undergoing alméft incredible 
hardfhips from the extreme feverity of the wea- 
ther, and the want of neceffary accommodations 
on their march, during which great numbers 
-perifhed, and what was the more diftrefling,, 
the ground was frozen fo very hard and to fuch, 


a depth, that it was impoffible to bury the - 


bodies, which lay on the commons and roads 
over which the waggons had: gone, a molt 
melancholy fpeCtacle to the army as they paffed. 


Monday, Jan. 12. All remained quiet om 
the part of the enemy; on our part we were 
‘employed in getting off what remained. of our 

baggage, and deftroying what could not be 
brought of, fo that the enemy fhould not have 
“any of our flores to take pofleffion of, and we 
fucceeded fo well that there was not any material 
part of our vait magazines left behind. A thaw. 


_ which continued the. greater part ‘of this dai 4 
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gave us fome faint hopes, that the paffage of 
the Leck might be rendered fufficiently difficult 
for our army to maintain its prefent pofition, but 
the froft again fet.in at night, and once more 
put anendto our hopes. Intelligence was this 
day received, that the enemy were preparing to 
pafs the Leck in great force at three different 
points—at Culenburg, Rhenen, and in. the 
neighbourhood of Vie; our troops were accords 
ingly affembled at thofe pofts and at Wagenin- 
gen, and were under arms the whole of the day, 
expefting the intended attack of the enemy, 
but it ended in fome fkirmifhing between the 
advanced picquets which continued a great part 
of the night. 


Tuefday, Jan. 13. Our immediate march 
out of Holland, was this day finally determined 
on to the great joy of the army, who were 
heartily tired of remaining fo long expofed to 
the fevereft inclemency of the weather in fo 
cold a climate, and by the daily diminution of 
their numbers by ficknefs and death; which of 
courfe rendered the duty of the furvivors ex- 
tremely fevere and indeed almoft infupportable. 
Several councils of war had been held on this 
important affair, relative to the fafeft mode of 
evacuating this unfriendly country, and the 
different routes were this day finally fettled. 


Our 
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Our temporary head stg were ordered to 
Amersfort, from thence acrofs the river Yfel’® 
to Deventer, at which place, further ‘determi- 
nations were to be made refpecting the future ~ 
route, which was expected to be towards Emb- 
den, in Eaftfriezeland, where we were to em- 
bark for England. 
During the few days our army remained on © 
the North fide the river Leck, we were in a~ 
conftant ftate of alarm, and day and night under 
arms; our trumpets and drums were continually ~ 
fummoning the troops to. their places of rendezé 
vous upon the heights on the bank of the Leck 3 
from whence could be diftinétly feen various _ 
fkirmifhes and engagements, between our out 
pofts and the advanced pofts of the enemy ; ir 
thefe engagements it was obferved that ty 
French .were generally very much intoxicated, 
as: all the prifoners which were made, owed 
their captivity to that circumftance, particularly 
their officers, who fet the laudable ¢xample ’ 
* by drinking large bumpers of liquor mixed with, 
le which they fuppofed rendered them 
ible ; our troops were allowed a quantity 
d f liquor’ ‘ofter'an action, in, addition to their 
daily allowance, by which they were more cool 
and bah rah during neg and took aim with 
i She ‘ 
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much. greater certainty than their intoxicated 
, one 


Swedneliay, Jan. 14. This day part of our 
army began their march by different routes 
‘towards the river Yffel, the froft continued 
extremely fevere, and dreadful was the profpec 
of this memorable retreat, which was patiently 
borne by our army, though a retreat before a 
_ French army is fo little congenial to the Britith 
character ; but convinced of its neceffity they 
{ubmitted, though at the fame time they did not 
hefitate to declare, that they much rather would 
have perifhed in the field of battle, than have 
retreated before fo inglorious a mob of republi- 
cans, whofe immenfe numbers were their mpd 


fecurity. 


Our out pofts were this day continually 
ikirmifhing with the enemy,” who were fully 
expected to have made a general attack upon us 
before this time, but they had not yet thought 
proper to hazard a general bufinefs notwith- 
ftanding their fuperiority of numbers, and their 
premifed affiftance from their fem the Dutch 
on our fide the river. 


- Thurfday, Jan..15. This day, which was 
Ors the every! Pageeaing' days, in conftant 


on 


saga - fkirmithing — 
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bsirmithing and alarms, the whole of our re. eg 
maining troops were to quit the banks of the - 
Leck, and proceed on their march to the Yffel, i 
thereby abandoning Holland to its fate; ac- 
cordingly at dufk in the evening, which was one 
of the moft bitter cold and windy ever experi- 
enced, the troops began their march from 
Culemberg, Rhenen, Wageningen, and the 
adjacent towns and villages on the banks of the 
Leck, in which they had been cantoned, taking 
different routes by brigades, the greater part 
never more to meet again. 


The greateft difficulty attending this march, 
and at the fame time the moft defirable obje&, 
was obtaining fome kind of thelter for the troops © 
at night, in the dreary and inhofpitable pro- 
vinces of Gueldreland and Over-Yffel ; this was 
the caufe of the army being divided into bri- 
gades, and fometimes fingle regiments, to. 
obtain fome fort of quarters on thefe long and 
cold winter nights, in the wretched villages | 
which neceflity obliged the troops to shelter, ‘ 
frequently after a march of twenty or sail 


miles. 


~ahSe ir. 


Major General Coates’ s brigade, began their. 
march from Wageningen. at fix o’dlock in the | 
evening ; this nights route was for Ee 


f . 
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a fome fell into the 
as - others having coune. the : Iter re- ot their regi- 
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‘in the county of Zutphen, province of Over- 


Yffel, a diftance of abont thirty Englifh miles. 
\ 


This was a very heavy march for troops who 
had already been feveral days and nights under 
arms, and conftantly harrafled by the enemy ; 


‘more efpecially as the froft was very fevere, and 


the wind extremely high, with fhow at intervals. 
The feverity of the froft was fo very great, that 
if a foldier through fatigue fat down for a mo- 
ment to reft, it was a very great chance if ever 
he got up again if not inftantly rouzed ; as he 
would be immediately feized by a deep fleep, 
which at the fame time benumbed his fenfes and 
his limbs, caufing certain death. 


On this account, the troops were not per- 
mitted to halt during the whole of this nights 
march; towards the latter end of which, fo 
much were they overcome by fatigue, that they 
actually fell afleep as they walked, and officers 


_ and privates were awaked by joftling each other, 


or againft the cannon, tumbrils, or horfes. 
Numbers, as it may be fuppofed, ¢ould not 
fupport fo fatiguing a march and were left be- 
jhind; of whom many capre frozen to death, 
ds of the enemy, and 





eats. 
eat ‘ Many 
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Many were froft bitten, loofing their legs, 
feet, toes, arms, fingers, &c, 3. and the dra- 
goons when on horfeback for any confiderable 
length of time were fo benumbed, that they 
were frequently obliged to affift each other to 
difmount, in order by the exercife of walking, 
to promote the circulation of the blood in their 
half-perifhed limbs; otherwife their fingers or 
toes would foon, as the foldiers termed it, (as 
is ufual with them to turn every misfortune to 
a jet) have been returned miffing. : 


After this fevere and fatiguing march, when 
that part of the troops which kept up arrived at 


Doefbourg, it was four o’clock in the morning | 


of 


Friday, Jan. 16. Every one betook himfeif : 


to the firft houfe he could find open, when a 

deep fleep foon put an end to the fatigues of the 

march, The whole of this day was devoted to 

repofe, in the courfe of which, feveral ftragglers 

same up who had taken fhelter the preceding 
., night in fome {mall villages through which we 
marched. 


= 


_ Saturday, Jan. 17. The troops were in ge- © 


“pneral. fo exhaufted by the heavy march from 
Wageningen, and the enemy not having yet 
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advanced in any great force, it was, refolved 
upon to indulge in another days reft, in order 
the better to recruit the ftrength of the troops ;. 
this day was therefore fpent as the foregoing, 
and feveral more ftragglers joined, who were 
given up for loft; thefe poor fellows gave me- 
lancholy accounts of their comrades, who 
through fatigue could not proceed, and were 
of courfe left on the road, where undoubtedly 
many of them perifhed by the inclemency of 
the weather, which ftill continued fevere in the 
extreme. | 


Sunday, Jan. 18. This morning at day 
break we again moved forward, tolerably well 
recovered from our late fatigues, and proceeded 
about twelve Englith miles to a {mall village. 
called Hachforth, where fuch was the want of. 
accommodation for the troops, that one entire. 
regiment took up their refidence in a fingle 
houfe, each company occupying a room. |. 


This was a large manfion, and belonged toa. 
Baron de We/terholt, who had_quitted it on the. 
approach of the armies. with fuch precuntation, 
that“he had left his larders and wine-cellars 
(plentifully ftocked) in fiatu quo 3.and as the... 
wine-cellars are not in g the Ja/t. places: 
which a are vifited by Britith foldiers, and this 
é day 
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day happening very apropos to be the day-on 
which her Majefty’s birth day i is kept, it may 
juftly be fuppofed that this regiment did not nes» 
glect the opportunity which the fortune of wary 
had thrown in their way, to drink to the health 
of fo amiable a Queen, with that loyalty which 
always did, and always will mark the character 
of true Britons in all fituations; neither was the , 
health of the Baron forgot, who had thus fur- 
nifhed us with the means of celebrating this 
happy occafion ; and the frequent vifits which 
were made to his larders, amply verified the 
old faying, that with foldiers, it is contre 
either a feaf? or a famine. 


Monday, Jan. 19. This acmitttie conti- 
nued our route, quitting with regret the Baron’s 
manfion, and proceeded about fifteen miles toa ~ 
confiderable town called Lochem, upon the 
river Borckel, a branch of the Yflel. There | 
had been a confiderable fall of fnow thefe feveral « 
days paft, which rendered the march very difli- 
cult and tedious, particularly for the cannow 
and tumbrils. ‘ 


Tuefday, Jan. 20. An hour beforeday we |. 
quitted Lochem, the froft continuing very fevere a 
and’ the {now lying \deep on the ground. We, 
had this day a very heavy march of nal 


oat [ 168.9 


twenty miles, for the moft part over a bleak 

» and dreary common, on which, from the fnow 
talling heavy towards evening, we had the mis- 
fortune to loofe our way, though accompanied 

by two guides. It was cuftomary on quitting a 
village, to take fome of the inhabitants to ferve 

as guides to the next, but in this cafe the guides 
either could not, or which is more probable, 
would not {hew us the way, though liberally paid 

for their trouble ; we were therefore under the 
neceflity of halting in this cold and difagreeable 
fituation, in the midft of a wide common, until 
fome horfemen who had been difpatched in dif- 
ferent directions returned, bringing in with them 
two or three furly boors, whom they found in , 
fome ftraggling cottages on the common ; thefe 
men could’ not be prevailed on by fair means, 
but by threats only to conduct us off this com- 
mon, on which we had comforted ourfelves 
with taking up- our nights lodging ; at length: 
we were conducted to feveral {mall ftraggling 
villages near the edge of the common, at 
which, to our great joy we arrived about eight 
o’clock ‘in the evening, where the regiments 

_ were feparated: at feveral miles diftance from 

i each other in the a pile 

ee ‘ 

Page “ Wedhetday, Jat 21. “This day we had 
é ip aay to examine’ the wrbeched villages. in. 
which 
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which we were quartered, which had the ap. 
pearance of groupes of bariis or fhippons ; in 
one of thefe villages called Enter, there was a 
building which was called a church, but we cer- 
tainly fhould not have imagined it to be fuch, 
but rather an indifferent looking ftable! The 
inhabitants exattly correfponded with their 
buildings, being more like beafts in their manner 
than human beings. 


This day was fpent in refrefhing ourfelves in 


the beft manner the place would admit, and in 
the courfe of it, feveral men came up who had 
found their way to the neighbouring villages 
the laft night, but we had fome ftill miffing. 


Monday, Jan. 26. We ftill remained in the 
wretched village of Enter; and the adjacent vil- 
lages, and experienced the moftfevere cold 
weather we had felt fince the commencement of 
the winter; for though we fancied ourfelves 
tolerably well hardened and proof againft cold, 
yet during the week we lay in this place, no one 
could bear to be out of doors half an hour, 
‘without rik of loofing fome of his joints by the 
froft, even the old inhabitants owned it was the 


fevereft winter they had ever felt! As during te 


the time we lay here we had not any thing to 


do but remain confined within doors; it may: || 


¥ not 


att 


tem 


@ 
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~ not be improper to give fome account of the 
© Sdomeftic chara&ter and manners of the Dutch, 
which among the inferior orders of the people, 
are pretty nearly the fame in all thofe parts of 
Holland, through which our army paffed. 


The houfes of their villages, not being fur- 
nifhed with chimnies, have on the outfide the 
appearance of barns, the fire is made on the 
floor in the middle of the houfe, round which 
the family fit ina circle ; a hole in the roof, 
which in fummer lets out the fmoak, is in winter 
clofed up, the cold being fo very intenfe, and 
the fnow fometimes falling fo heavy. The 
fmoak makes its way through the thatch, or 
through the door, but the upper part of the 
houfe is conftantly obfcured by a thick atmof- 
phere of fmoak, in which when you ftand up, 
it is fcarce poflible to breathe, and large drops 
like tar, (the effect of the fmoak) are continually 
falling from the thatch, which caufe the clothes 
of the inhabitants to appear as if they had heen 
fprinkled with a tarred mop. 


The houfes are not divided into rooms, but 

are open from end to end, and on the fides 

_ mear the fire, are partitions for -beds, like the 
births in a fhips cabin, where they lie between 
» > two feather beds in the winter ; they then go 
very 
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very warmly clothed, but the dtefe of both 
fexes is very awkward and clumfy; the men 
wear two or three pair of yarn ftockings, and 
as many pair of wide breeches, with upper 
cloathing in proportion; the women are re- 
markable for their broad hips, large high 
crowned ftraw hats or bonnets, and their hair 
pinned up fo clofe that it is fearce poffible to be 
feen ; both men and women wear wooden fhoes 
except on Sunday when they go to church, 
when they have fquare toed leather ones; in 
fhort, the Dutch appear to be at leaft a century 
behind the Englifh in point of drefs; neither 
are they very nice in regard to their food, as 
there may be on the table at once, dried fifh, 
onions, train oil,. cheefe, bacon, pickled and 
fmoaked herrings, and other equally nice dain- 
ties, and always by way of defert, pipes and 
tobacco, to which they drink gin. The women 
never fmoak, but in lieu thereof, drink coffee 
four or five times a day without fugar, but 
fometimes fweetened with honey, and for fupper 
they frequently make pancakes, in which they 
fry pieces of bacon by way of relith. 


Their horfes, cows, pigs and fowls, are in 
the winter under the fame roof with them, that 
they may partake of the benefit of the fire and » 
fmoak in common with their mafters, who do 

not 
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not feem to be many degrees above them jn point 
of decency or cleanlinefs. | 


The Dutchmen are very unfocial with ftran, 
gers, and always converfe amongft themfelves, 
their converfation continually being upon their 
own affairs and the fubject of getting riches ; 3 

# writer who travelled in Holland, has very juftly 
obferved that avarice is the religion of a 
“Dutchman. All their notions of honor, of 
“ liberty, of Jearning and happinefs, are cen- 
* tered in ayarice, and a thoufand pounds to a 
*¢ Dutchman, js as agrerable as Mahomet’s 
** heaven to a Muflulman.” 


This account of the inland parts of the 
United Provinces, is not by any means exag- 
gerated ; as during the feveral months our army 
was in their country, we had daily occafion to 
be convinced of the truth of their brutal and 
avaricious manners and difpofitions ;. but it is 
to be hoped, as their friends the French have 
“now taken them pnder their proteétion, that 
F rench politenefs will contribute in fome degree 
to foften Dutch brutality and avarice. 


Tuefday, Jan. 27. This morning we marched 
from a place of which we were by this time 
heartily tired ; during the night there had been 
a fall of rain, which freezing as it fell caufed 

the 
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the ground to be extremely flippery, infomuch 
that neither men or horfes could keep their feet, 
this rendered our march exceflively tedious, to 
a tolerable fized town called Delden, about ten 
miles, where we arrived in the afternoon, buta 
great many of the inhabitants refufed to quarter 
our troops for the night, and it was not til] 
fome of the foldiers had recourfe to arguments 
of a very perfuafive nature, that the inhabitants 
of this ho/pitable town permitted them to fleep 
upon a little ftraw in their houfes. 


Wednefday, Jan. 28.. This morning we 
again moved forward, and after a march of 
twelve miles we reached Oldenzaal, which is 
the laft town belonging to the Dutch that layin 
our route. This days march lay principally 
over fwampy ground, and a thaw having fet 
in the laft night which continued all this day 
with fnow and fleet, rendered this fhort march 
very wet and unpleafant, 


Thurfday, Jan. 29, We again marched, the 
froft again fet in during the night, and there 


was a heavy fall of {now, which in many parts 
“of the road was knee deep ; however the pleafy 
ing profpect of pafling the frontiers of Holland, 
and entering Germany this day, infpired every 


aalt \ atae St 


individual with unufual ardour, ag we had but | 


fourteen 
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gen miles march to Bentheim, in the circle 
of Weltphalia, fubje& to the houfe of Hanover. 


(3 






. ‘We had not proceeded more than two or three 
waniles from Oldenzaal, when we were, for the 

» firft time fince landing on the Continent, agree- 
ably furprifed by the fight of mountains, which 
nature feems to have placed by way of barrier 
between the flat {wampy marches of Holland, 


and the more fruitful country of Germany. 









In the whole of our march through Flanders, 
| Brabant and Holland, we had never obferved 
the leaft appearance of rifing ground in the 
country, except the banks of the river Leck, 
but the whole was one continued plain, inter- 
fected by numerous canals or dykes. We had 
marched about five miles, and were congratu- 
lating each other on our fpeedily pafling the 
frontiers ; when we arrived at the little river ° 
Dinckel, a branch of the river Vecht, which to 
our great furprife we found impaffable, the 
bridge being broken down, and a thaw which 
had been violent here for two days, having 
loofened the ice in fuch a manner, as to render 
any attempt to crofs highly dangerous; we © 
were therefore under the difagreeable neceflity. 
of marching up the river about fix miles, to-- 
wards’ the village of Loflern, where it was. 

fordable 
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fordable at the depth of about four feet ; hete 
we endeavoured to obtain fome waggons from, 
the country people to pafs the ford, but Dutch 
hofpitality extending to the very festa they 
guefling our intention had rode off with all their 
horfes ; we had therefore no alternative, butito 
. wade nearly breaft high or turn back; the 
example of the former was immediately fet by 
the commanding officers, and the whole, taking 
hold of each other, pafied fafely, though nearly 
benumbed by the extreme coldnefs of the water, 
and frequently much cut by the edges of the 
ice. In this wet condition we had now nearly 
twelve miles to march, and towards evening 
the froft again fetting in, the coats of the men 
were entirely covered with ice, in which condi-, 
tion we joyfully arrived at Bentlicim in the 
evening, and were as joyfully received by the 
friendly inhabitants. 


Friday, Jan. 30. We this morning quitted 
Bentheim with regret; the people of this town 
were proud to own themfelves fubjects of King 
George, and we had the pleafure to obferve at». 
one of the inns in the town, the King’s Head 
for the fign ; alfoon the guide pofts to fhew the 
roads (as in England) was infcribed G. R.5 
this, with the civility and even friendfhip of the» 
inhabitants, gave great pleafure to every indiyi-. 

dual. 
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&... After a héavy march of near twenty 
miles, we arrived at a confiderable village called 
Nieukerck, which is in the bifhoprick of Mun- 
fter, and were here very civily treated by the 
inhabitants. 


The froft continued very violent, though we 
id not perceive the air to be fo extreme cold 
€ swe had felt it in Holland, or at leaft we 
fancied fo, perhaps from being fo much better 
accommodated with quarters. . In this village 
we lay till Monday, Feb. 2, when we again 
. moved forward, and after marching fix miles, 
we arrived at a large fortified town called 
Rhenn, which is fituated upon the river Ems, 
over which it has a large and beautiful ftone 
bridge. This place being full of troops, we 
could not be accommodated with quarters in it, 
and were therefore obliged to crofs the Ems, 
and proceed about eight miles, where we took 
up our quarters in two fimall villages called 
Drievolde and Beugerd. 


In our march in Munfter, we obferved as in 
Flanders, large ftone or wooden croffes with 
images, on the roads and in public places in the 
towns and villages, to which the inhabitants on 
pafling paid obeifance. In thefe villages we lay 
without any thing material occuring, and in 

which 


oe 
which we “were! much’ better tréated ‘thant Ga" 
Holland, “until Tuelday, Feb. to. Bien hay- 
ing received intelligence that the French army 
being advanced to the. frontiers of Holland, 


threatened to enter the country of Bentheim, 
all the troops in this neighbourhood were or- 


dered to march there immediately ; our orders _ 
were for Schutrupe, a confiderable town upon — 
the river Vecht, in the county of Bentheim,” 
for which place we this morning fet out on our © 
march, and re-crofling the Ems, we’ again 
pafled through Rhenn, and proceeded about five . ~ 
miles towards Schutrupe, when we found a ri- 
vulet over which we had to pafs, fo fwelled by — 
a thaw which had taken place for fome days, 
that we were under the neceflity of returning to 
Rhenn, where we took up our quarters, and 
we lay waiting for the fudden fwell of the water , 
to fubfide, till Thurfday, Feb. 12, when we 
again marched towards Schutrupe, and found , 
the ford paffable about knee deep, as the thaw 
ftill continued. We arrived at Schutrupe, about “ 
fourteen miles, in the evening, where we found 
excellent quarters and were hofpitably enter, 
‘les inhabitonts bg great ie in 






country, si ret bee eee 
Barn Sah furly” 


= 
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furly. boors of Holland, was. gratifying in. the 
higheft degree ; the inhabitants _thought they 
could not do too much for us, and their only 
fear was, that we fhould foon leave them to the 
rapacity of the French. 


Wednefday, Feb. 25... Until this time we 
whad. lain peaceably in Schutrupe, while’ the 
French army had been poflefling themfelves of 
Holland; they did not however before this 
dare to adyance into the territory of Bentheim, 
but they had this morning. appeared at the 
village of Northorn, about nine miles from 
Schutrupe, we were ordered out on. the firft 
intelligence of their appearance and marched 
immediately to Northorn, but they thought 
proper to retire before we came up, but not 
vbefore they had carried off fome cattle and 
_other things, and greatly alarmed the inhabi- 
tants. 


We remained under arms at Northorn the 
whole day, and in the evening returned to 
Schutrupe... On. this, occafion, »as it was, ex- 
pected we fhould engage the enemy, the women 


qwere ftri@tly ordered to remain in Sthutrupe. 
yand .not on any,account,to go with their. huf- 


bands ; but fuch’ was their ardour, that there 
was. fcarce one remained behind, all being 
determined 
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determined to fhare the fate of their compa- 
nions, with whom they had-gone Mougii fo 
many dangers. 


Friday, Feb. 27. This morning we again 
marched, and arrived at Rhenn in the after- 
. noon, which place was {till much crowded with 
troops, every houfe in the town without excep- 
ception, had more or Jefs quartered on them, 
even the Priefts and Fryars of a large cloyfter 
which was in the town voluntarily offered a 
large room in their building for the accommoda- 
tion of a whole company of foldiers, which was 
gladly accepted of, and thefe good fathers 
amply furnifhed them with provifions and drink; 
and though it was now the feafon of Lent, 
which with them is very ftrict, yet they thought 
it no fin to provide, neither did our foldiers 
think it any to eat, fome excellent beef and 
mutton, which the fathers rightly judged would 
much better fuit the ftomachs of a company of 
hungry Englith foldiers than fafting and prayer, 
Saturday, Feb, 28. ‘We again marched, and 
once more crofling the Ems, we directed our 
march Northward, and in the evening after 
haying 22 rched about fourteen miles, we took 
. arters in a town called Branfcom, ° 
ounty of Lingen, “a territory 
fubject 


Pon a 
whic ni i 
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Bisiabe to the King of Pruffia, joining “the 
bifhoprick of Ofmaburg. The weather ‘conti- 
nued extremely cold, and the fnow lay very 
deep on the ground, but the froft was not fo 
fevere as it had been. 


Sunday, March 1. We this day marched to 
Lingen, the capital of the county ‘of that name; 
this is a large fortified town, fituated upon the 
river Ems. The inhabitants call themfelves 
Pruffians, and the coin of Pruffia is in circula- 
tion here ; they behaved extremely well to the 
Britih troops. There were fome Pruffian 
troops in the place when we arrived, but they 
were ordered into the country during our ftay 
here, for fear of any difagreement happening 
etween our foldiers and theirs, our foldiers 
having a very indifferent opinion of them, for 
not taking an ative part againft the common 
enemy; and though it was no fault of theirs, 
yet national prejudices were fometimes carried 
to a very high pitch of animofity, 


Thurfday, March 5.. This day “we again 
qmoved forward, and after marching ten miles, 
we took up our quarters in a {mall village called 
Haifdorf. We were now out of the Pruffian 
“* gerritory, and in the lower bifhoprick of Munfter. 

‘ > he _ ee Festal 
Friday, 


tS et 

. Friday, | March 6. We ched | to the city 
of Meppen, this is a confiderable fortified place, 
fituated.at.the junction of the rivers Hafe and 
Ems,. we lay here till Monday, March 9, when 
we marched by the fide of the river about fix. 
teen miles to the village of Loten, where "we 
were to remain fome time, until the rear of our 
army fhould be come up. The enemy had pol- 
feffion of all the country on the othér fide the 
river, and frequently were {een in force, threa- 
tening to crofs the river and cut off the rear-of 
our army, we were therefore under the neceflit 
of pofting picquets all along the fide of ore river 
tg prevent a furprife, 4 


The weather continued very cold for the 
time of the year, a good deal of fnow lay upon 
the ground, though the ice was thawing yery 


fatt. 


In this part of the country we were wretch,’ 
edly off for provifions, there was notvany: beef 
to be had at any price, and the bread was fo 
yery black and bad, that all who eat of it were 
_ immediately taken very ill, the troops lived al- 
_ molt entirely upon’ potatoes or other roots, 
- », though fometimes the ‘country people would’ 
‘ _ bring” in young calves of a day old, which they 
rou fell to" our people, ‘who purchafed them 
with 
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great avidity “whether dead or not, “and to 
th ‘mefs they gave the name of faggering bob. 


% 





**rucrady, March 17. We Till ‘remained in 
the village of Loten. This day two deferters 
from the French army came ina {mall boat acrofs 
the river, difguifed in country clothes, one of 

them .was a corporal of artillery, and a very 
ighlbscn: fellow, but there being fomething 
fufpicious. in the manner of their coming, they 
were fent under a ftrong guard to the head 
quarters. 


Friday, March 20, This dav we began our 
long wifhed for marchtowards Bremen, having 
given up the thoughts of embarking at imb- 
den, as the French had made themfelves maf- 
ters of that place. We now diretted the courfe 
of our march, which had hitherto been North, 
to the Eaftward, and had the pleafing fatisfaGtion 
of very fine weather. Great part of out route 
lay over commons or marfhes, many of which 
were plentifully ftocked with fine red deer, 
which were fo tame that they would come gaz- 
ing upon us within gun thot, fo that had we 
any convenience for carrying it, we ‘might have 
lived upon’ venifon, as it was, numbers were 
frequently fhot ; when after cutting off as much 
as they could carry, the foldiers would eave 


the 
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the remainder of the deer upon | the common a 
prey ‘to the birds. ‘ 


We continued our march, making long or 
fhort days marches accordingly as villages or 
towns lay in our route, by way of Cloppen- 
bourg, and arrived at Delmenhorft on Saturday, 
April 4. This place (where our head quarters 
now were) is in the courity of Oldenbourg, and 
only fourteen miles from Bremen, to which city 
we moved on Thurfday, April 16. The t®Bops 
lay in cantonments in the neighbouring towns 
and villages, as there were not tranfports fuffi- 
ent to carry all off at once. 


Saturday, May 16. By this time the greater 
part of the infantry had embarked and failed 
for England, and ‘the tranfport veffels which 
had landed fome, were returned to carry off the 
remainder. Several were fitted up as hofpital 
fhips for the fick, who were very numerous ; 
thefe were to proceed to different military hofpi- 
‘tals on the Englifh coaft, as Southampton, &c. ; 
one was fitted up for the accommodation of the 
. wounded only, her deftination was for London, 
‘ tbat the wounded officers and men who re- 
inained, might have the beft furgical affiftance © 

at Cheliea hofpital. ae 
; pst 
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On Sunday, May 17° The|whole were em- 
irked and ready for fea; the tranfports ‘lay at 
‘the port ot Bremerlche, ‘twenty miles from Bre- 
men, * but the winds proved unfavourable until 
“Monday, June 1, when fhe fleet fet fail for 
‘Old England, to the number of about forty fail 
of tranfports, with oné frigate and two-cutters 
forconvoy. The wind continued very fair and 
favourable during the whole paffage; after we 
had Been at fea three days, feveral’of the tranf- 
ports which were bound to Newcaftle, Hull, 
and ‘Leith, parted with ‘the fleet to make the 
‘beft of their way to their refpective ports: On 
‘the ‘4th of June, being the anniverfary of His 
“Majefty’ 8 “birth, ‘our fleet was off Yarmouth 
roads; within five or fix’miles of the fhore’; 
when at noon the frigate and cutters, with 
feveral tranfports ‘which carried guns, fired a 
a Royal falute, which brought down the inha- 
bitanits'to:thethore by thoufands, many of whom 
no doubt concluded it was an engagement, nor 
did they quit the fhore fo long-as we could a 
ceive them with our gees, 


On ‘the evening of a fh rt of Jane, ¥ 
our ‘thip entered the mouth of the river Thames, 
and on ‘Monday’ the 8th, anchored’ oppofite 
Greenwich hofpital.” “The wounded after hay- 
ing their wounds properly attended to, were 
~~ removed 
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removed by lighters to Chelfea, where every 
attention was paid them which a good King and 
a grateful Country could procure. > 


The hardfhips and fufferings of our army in 
this memorable retreat through Holland, were 
fuch as were perhaps never exceeded, for we 
had not only to make good our retreat before a 
numerous and victorious enemy who were con- 
tinually harrafling oug.troops, but alfo were un- 
der the neceflity of being continually upon our 
guard againft the perfidy of the treacherous 
Dutch, who let flip no opportunity of practifing 
the fouleft ingratitude to the fcattered remains - 
of thofe troops who had fo long been employed 
in the defence of their devoted country. 


In the town of Zwoll, near the Zuyder Zee, 
we had a temporary hofpital eftablifhed, where 
there ‘were upwards of 400 fick and wounded 
foldiers, who for want of waggons, (which the 
natives refufed the ufe of) were left in the town 
with the furgeons, when the enemy took poffef+ 
fion of the country ; as foon as the brutal inha- 
bitants were certain that the enemy were in pof- 
feflion of their country, they inftantly caufed 
the neceflary fupplies of milk, bread, &c. for . 
the poor fufferers to be ftopped, though they had 
been well paid for furnifhing them, and not 

F Aa content 
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t with this, they proceeded perfonaily to 
the officers and furgeons who had the 
care of the hofpital, and on one of the gentle- 
men. remonftrating with them on their conduct, 
they feized him by the hair of his head and 
dragged him into the ftreet, and were proceed- 
ing to abufe him farther, when fortunately a 
troop of French huffars entered the town, who 
ay yeaa the conduct of the Dutch, 
w ghly irritated at ‘- and having libe- 
‘rated the furgeon, they ufed the moft active of 
the Dutch brutes as roughly as they had in- 
tended to ufe the brave Anglois, as the French 
‘termed them. On hearing of the treatment the 
wounded men had received, the French inftantly 
caufed them to be doubly fupplied, and in the 
mean time they thared with them their own 
money and provifions. 


It has been before obferved in-the courfe of 
_ this journal, that it was ufual with the Britifh 
. foldiers to. turn every misfortune into a jeft ; of - 
_» the truth of this obfervation, numerous and.al- 
| moft daily. inftances occurred’ in the courfe of 
the campaign ; and: certain it is, that there fel- 
dom or never was a ball received in aétion, but 
» the wounded or dying receiver had fome fort of 
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bie In one of the aétions with the French, a fol- 
dier was ftruck by a grape fhot, which fhattered ' 
his leg dreadfully, on which, one who was near 
him called out, ‘ that’s Chelfea for you, as 
“¢ dead as Hell!”” This confolatory fpeech y 
fearcely uttered, when a cannon ball. took’oft 
the head of the foldier who had juft fpoken it, — 
upon fight of which, the other man lying in the ° 
utmoft agony onthe ground, could not forbear 
exclaiming, “and that’s Hell for you as dead 
** as Chelfea |” el ch i 

S| 


os 
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In Flanders during the hot months of Junes. 
and July, the whole of the army under Lord 
Moira, flept in the open air, not being allowed 
tents, and his Lordhip fet the example by fre-_ 

— 
quently laying down upon the ground wrapped, 
up in his furtout, with his officers round him ; 5 
and though the dews fell very heavy in the — 
night, and we had fometimes very heavy rainy. 
yet there were not any inftances of colds being, 
caught, and. this was in a great meafure imputed ; | 
to the warm infide lining of a double dofe of , 
ging, which being extremely cheap, was gene~_ 
rally, taken. bywthe foldiers by way’ of preven-y» 
tive... Tt wasiavery common circumftance on adh 
~ long miarch in/the-hot’ weather, to fee an equal. *s 
quantity of fpirits offered for water, which Wa. 
; iometimes extremely fcarce. Bread was fome-  ~ 
times ©, 
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imes an article that would have fetched its 
weight in gold, and at other, times on quitting 
acamp, it was no uncommon thing to fee it 
f{trewed with loaves, which. were not thought 
rth carrying away. Smaller articles fuch as 
a or pepper, were at times not to be pro- 
cured, and a field officer has been feen making 
a very comfortable dinner on a piece of bread 
and an ,onion, and the captain of a company 
gladly partaking of the dinner of fome of his 


“company out of their camp kettle ; but thefe 


were circumftances which did but rarely occur, 
and then only on long marches where we were 
not fettled for more than a night in a place, as 
in a permanent camp the troops had always 
regular allowances and fared fumptuoully. 


The French army are not in general fo well 
difciplined, as the troops of other nations, many 
of them being. requifition-men, forced from 
their families and confequently not pleafed with 
the fervice ; they have many good officers, but 
numbers of them are unworthy to, bear a com- 
miffion, and it is a.‘well known fad, that the 
republican General Jourdan, deprived a great 


* numberof his officers. of ‘their ‘commiffions, 


‘beeaufe they could not write or read. They 


have in their army three forts of firelocks, the 


_ fighteft are for the boys of twelve to fifteen years 


C 189 j 


of age, of whom there are great numbers, the 


heavieft are for the full grown men, and the 
third fort for the old men ; they feem in general 
to be very much in dread of the Britith bayonets, 
the charge of which they cannot ftand againtft ; 
they love beft fighting at a diftance, and for 


which their cannon and mufquets are calculated, 


being longer than ours. ‘Their troops were 


very affiduouis in demolifhing all coats of arms 


and badges of royalty wherever they came, 
eyen the arms on their cannon which had been 
caft during their King’s reign were erafed, and 
thefe cannon which were recently caft, inftead 
of a coat of arms, were infcribed_ with a name 
as the fhipping are, fuch as ‘Le Tonnerre, 
L’Eclair, Le Boucher, La Republique, &c. 


Though fo inveterate in battle, the prifoners 


on both fides were in general well treated; on 


the furrender of one of the garrifons in which 
were fome Britith troops, the Auftrian General 
who commanded, dreffed them in the uniform 
of the Autftrians, to prevent them falling a fa- 
crifice.to the infamous decree of Robefpiere and r 
Co. not to give quarter to the Britifh; but the 
French heral knowing them node this dif, 
guile, called ‘them to him, and told them they | 


had nothing to fear, that the decree concerning 
them was 8 repealed. He offered them ce si 
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‘on their note, or even chele ord, Rnd allowed 
them to carry away whatever they could of © 
their own, treated them with a marked prefe- 
rence to the troops of other nations. 


r , Some of our officers wip were taken prifoners 
Paw icl, dined with General Pichegru, who 
P¥reated them with particular attention; he al- 
» lowed them to write letters to whom they 
pleafed, which he fent by a trumpeter to Grave, 
and gave them permiifion to fend for their fer- 
vants to join them. All the French Generals 
and’ thofe of their officers who were gentlemen, 
treated the Britifh officers with every mark of 
i -. tefpe&t. “I ffiall conclude with a quotation from + 














a very eminent ftatefman and general, who thus 
expreffes himfelf, “* Britifh. valour never was 
difplay ed in ftronger or more animating Con.! 
lours, than in the prefent war; and every” 
‘action in which our troops have been con-\ 
cerned, will proudly teltify to the world, and 
to pofterity, that Englifh courage neyer aps 


retrograde movements, thofe moft ‘ec nver- 
fant. in taGtics cannot but allow, that fre 
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* the diftance of the ground, ofthe: ort fpace 
“ of time in whit our ruses: moved, no fe: es 
se iy 








peared more-eminently confpicuous.. When Ais 
neceflity or policy in this campaign; faggefted he 
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“treats cotta ‘bei ‘ibis with mot 
and. lefs lofs. ‘This will be a full r 
of the many infidious and grou ndlefs 
that have been made againft the co 

the Britifh army, in purfuing a cou urfe 

neceflity, not r, Sagi induced the 
adopt.’ 


